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Counterpart Regulations Alternative Consultation Agreement Appendix 3 Supplement:  Detailed “Checklist” of Components that Support ESA NLAA Determinations in Biological Assessment/Biological Evaluation (BAs/BEs) Documents
To be used by biologists when preparing ESA Section 7(a)(2) effects analyses and by
line officers when using BA/BEs for project decision-making. 
Action Agency ________________________ Subunit Name _________________________

Project Name_______________________________________________________________

Biologist ___________________________________       Date ________________________

	Biological Assessment/Biological Evaluation Effects Analysis Criteria
     Examples and Characteristics
	Yes
	No

	1
	Identifies proposed action clearly (includes a description of the various components of the action)

· The BA/BE provides a detailed, complete description of the project action, even if it is described elsewhere, such as the EA or other documents.
· There is sufficient detail in the project description to identify all potential sources actions and conditions that could cause effects to listed or proposed species or to critical habitat.  This includes describing any conservation measures that are part of the proposed action.
· The type(s), location, scale, magnitude and timing of the action(s) and sub-actions are factors that may directly or indirectly cause species exposure to actions and could cause a response, and are considered in the analysis.
· Examples may include: identifying thinning prescriptions, other tree removal systems, changes in type and amount of fuel loading with the action, and post-treatment site conditions.
	
	

	2
	Identifies spatial and temporal patterns of the action’s direct and indirect environmental effects, including direct and indirect effects of interrelated and interdependent actions 

· All interrelated and interdependent actions are identified and described, or, if none are associated with the project, the document contains a statement to this effect.

· Explicit descriptions of the action’s actual and potential direct and indirect stressors are given, sufficient to delineate spatial and temporal patterns of effects on the environment.  

· Identify any anticipated latent effects to staged activities.
· Identify both beneficial and adverse effects to species and critical habitat
	
	

	3
	Identifies Action Area clearly (also based on information in Criterion 2.)
· An explanation is given on how the Action Area is identified and delineated, including how the action may cause exposure to physical, chemical and biological effects (stressors) across landscapes.
· The Action Area is where any affects from the action occur, and can be much larger that the “project area” (where the proposed action will be done).
· Sufficient details, including maps, are provided to clearly delineate/identify the action area, and allow the reader to determine the full area of potential effects.

· The full extent of indirect effects is included, such as smoke travel distance, and length of stream reach that may have reduced water quality.
	
	

	4
	Identifies all threatened and endangered species and any designated critical habitat that may be exposed to the proposed action (includes a description of spatial, temporal, biological characteristics and constituent habitat elements appropriate to the project assessment)
· A current list of any and all T&E (and proposed) species potentially affected by the proposed action is identified and included, including aquatic and terrestrial animals and plants.
· A current list of any designated or proposed critical habitat in the Action Area is included.
· The primary constituent elements of any involved critical habitat are included.

· Specific use(s) of the Action Area and any critical habitat by the species, during applicable life stages, is clearly stated.

	
	

	5
	Compares the distribution of potential effects (identified in Criterion 2.) with the threatened and endangered species and designated critical habitat (identified in Criterion 4.) and establishes, using the best scientific and commercial data available, that (a) exposure is improbable or (b) if exposure is likely, responses are insignificant, discountable, or wholly beneficial *
· Analysis and rationale on potential effects (both beneficial and adverse) of the action are well-articulated.

· Latent or delayed effects to species or critical habitat of the projects are identified.

· Temporally sensitive periods (e.g., breeding seasons) are not only identified, but compared to the timing of the project.

· This criterion can only be met if sufficient analysis and documentation is done for the previous four criteria.

	
	

	6
	Documents that the determination(s) is based on best available scientific and commercial information
· Provide documentation of key citations and supporting evidence.

· Up-to-date, current, information on the ESA status of species and critical habitat, threats, and actions needed for recover is maintained and used.

· Provide evidence to establish sufficient reasoning that supports assessment conclusions.

· Evaluations are stronger when they compare and contrast available evidence, including evidence that supports contradictory claims, and demonstrate why alternative conclusions are not as strong as the actual conclusion of the BA/BA.  This provides effective rebuttal to reasonable challenges that could lead to alternative conclusions, and further establish that the conclusion reached has greater support from the best scientific and commercial information available.


	
	


* Beneficial effects are contemporaneous positive effects without any adverse effects to the species. 

Insignificant effects relate to the size of the impact and should never reach the scale where take occurs.

Discountable effects are those extremely unlikely to occur. 

Based on best judgment, a person would not: (1) be able to meaningfully measure, detect, or evaluate insignificant effects; or (2) expect discountable effects to occur. [ESA Consultation Handbook, 1998. Clarification of usage]
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